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Tavium, in the neighbourhood of which place must have been
the point of junction with the line of traffic from Upper Asia to
the Black Sea by way of Sinope1. The most reasonable explana-
tion of the preference given by the Persians to this devious
course is the supposition that it followed an older line of com-
munication, which existed under previous rulers of the country,
when the position of the governing centre of that period caused it
to be the natural road8. Of the succeeding portion
of the route Herodotus tells us, that after a long
stretch through Cappadocia the gates were reached by which
Cilicia is entered: by these, however, he cannot mean the well-
known pass of the Cilician Gates, which led to Tarsus and the
sea, for he estimates the width of Cilicia as no more than three
days7 journey, and this statement can only apply to the moun-
tainous north-eastern portion of that province, where it is en-
closed within narrow limits. The pass here intended is probably
one of those which cross the Taurus in the region of Commagene
between Melitene and Samosata8; at the latter of those places the
road would be met by the Euphrates, which the historian rightly
speaks of as the boundary of Armenia on that side.
After this, though the limits that he assigns to the
various countries traversed are not easy of explanation, the route
itself presents no great difficulty. It passed from the upper
course of the Euphrates to that of the Tigris in the south of
Armenia, reaching the latter stream not far from the modem
Diarbekir; and after crossing it traversed the hilly
country of Matiene and Cissia on its left bank
which is intersected by the affluents of the Tigris
that have already been mentioned, until it reached the Persian
capital.
The accounts that Herodotus received of India, which formed
the remotest satrapy of the Persian empire, seem to
have made a great impression upon him, for he
speaks of the Indians as the most numerous of all nations then
known, and of the tribute that they paid in gold-dust as being
1  v. supra, p. 47.
2  Ramsay, Historical Geography of Asia Minor> p. 27.
8 See Mr Hogarth's remarks in Macau's Herodotus^ vol. II. pp. 300 foil.